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The Faithful Servant
Success Forward: Advocates for Families
Success Forward, LSSNF’s volunteer advocacy
program supported by a grant from Wheat
Ridge Ministries, is moving forward!
Volunteer advocates have been recruited and
trained. Working closely with Success
Forward’s director, advocates are now
supporting, encouraging, and empowering
members of LSSNF’s InnBetween families on
their journeys from homelessness to selfsufficiency. Advocates are working with family
members to help them develop skills and build
relationships that will sustain them when they
leave LSSNF’s program.
One advocate, an attorney, is using his
expertise to assist a family with long
standing financial and legal issues.
Another, an advocate with Head Start, is
mentoring a senior in high school as she
considers her options for college. The
advocate is also encouraging her to seek
opportunities to use and develop her
talents in music and dance. Other
advocates are working with families to
work toward a career and to find employment beyond minimum wage
service jobs and to assure that educational and other needs of their children
are met. For more information about Success Forward, contact Betsy
Purdum at (850) 575-4309.
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InnBetween Homes Get a
Fresh New Look
Thrivent Offers
LSSNF Matching
Grant Challenge
In August, Lutheran Social
Services of North Florida was
awarded a generous grant from
the
Thrivent
Financial
Foundation for the InnBetween
Transitional Housing program.
In addition, a “Challenge Grant”
opportunity was offered to
LSSNF. For every contribution
received from new donors in
2014/2015,
the
Thrivent
Financial Foundation will match
fifty cents to the dollar, with a
minimum threshold of at least
100 new contributors.
This
“Challenge Grant” opportunity
will enable LSSNF to expand
the donor list and to gain wider
community support, as well as
to augment the financial
resources of the InnBetween
program.
“We are delighted to assist
Lutheran Social Services of
North Florida,” said Richard
Kleven, Vice President of the
Thrivent Financial Foundation.
“We trust that this support will
strengthen the organization’s
ability to serve its clients and to
engage the community in
supporting
this
important
work.”
Please help LSSNF reach its
100 new contributors goal!
Please contact LSSNF at (850)
575-4309 for more information.
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Three InnBetween homes have been recently renovated and have
already begun to welcome new families. Thanks to the assistance of
the City of Tallahassee via a Community Development Block Grant,
a Wells Fargo Corporate Giving award, and Erin Green, a local
designer, LSSNF was able to bring these refurbished homes back on
line.
One home located in southwest Tallahassee received an entire
makeover, including a new roof, new tile flooring, a new heating and
air conditioning system, and, most importantly, a water intrusion
problem was rectified. The other two homes received new energy
efficient heating and air conditioning systems as well as exterior
paint and interior refurbishment.
LSSNF would like to thank the City of Tallahassee and its Division
of Housing for their guidance, assistance, and support as well as the
fine people at Wells Fargo. With a new paint job inside and out, these
transitional homes can welcome new families with children
experiencing homelessness and aid them on their journey to selfsufficiency. These home renewals are a great stride towards LSSNF’s
mission of addressing the unmet social service needs of extremely
low-income families experiencing homelessness in our community.
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CRTA Expands Reach with New
Collaborative Partners
CRTA has created 25 new collaborative partnerships with area nonprofit agencies, schools, and charities, which serve veterans, the
disabled, the children of incarcerated individuals, low-income
community computer labs, and returning adult students seeking GEDs.
With these new partners CRTA has tripled the number of refurbished
computers distributed to low-income families, individuals, students,
and non-profit organizations in the Big Bend area compared to the
number distributed in 2013.
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CRTA Recycles Responsibly
This year, CRTA has recycled
over 10 tons of E-Waste in an
environmentally safe manner,
meeting R2 certified recycling
standards.
This
Responsible
Recycling
meets
specific
environmental standards in the
disposal of electronic waste and
the toxic heavy metals contained
therein. LSSNF ensures all data is
removed from computers before
they are recycled, so donors can
be assured of their personal cyber
security.

In addition, the quality of these refurbished computers has increased:
faster processors, more memory, bigger hard drives, flat screen
monitors, and newer operating systems and software. This allows
CRTA to offer services that are unmatched in the community today.
Customizing the computer’s capabilities to the recipient’s needs can better serve CRTA’s clients. Some
examples of available customization include software to read for the blind, screen magnification tools,
keyboards structured to allow stroke victims to type, and wireless cards to help those who work from home.
These refurbished computers assist in bridging the “digital divide” that 25% of our community faces every
day. LSSNF enthusiastically accepts donations of desktop and laptop computers, LCD and LED monitors,
scanners and printers, networking equipment, keyboards and mice, expansion cards, hard drives, DVD
drives, cables, server equipment, and monetary donations. Please contact Peter Ott at (850) 575-4309 for
additional information.

Thank You to Our
Student Volunteers!
CRTA works with college
and high school students to
refurbish and troubleshoot
PCs, create websites, create
and
manage
database
systems,
create
public
service announcements, and
participate in community
outreach. These students
gain
valuable real-life,
hands-on
internship
experience.
Pictured Left: Loften Wilson,
Peter Ott, and Shaun Enriquez
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Pastor Kurzweg: The Faithful Servant

Above: Pastor Kurzweg’s recent
visit to LSSNF

The Reverend B.F. Kurzweg was the founder and driving force behind the
creation of Lutheran Social Services of North Florida. While serving as pastor
of Epiphany Lutheran Church, Pastor Kurzweg, with a true servant’s heart,
recognized the need to, and lack of resources available to, assist low-income
families and individuals in the Big Bend of Florida. Receiving aid from
Epiphany’s Social Ministries Committee, Lutheran World Relief, and the
Wheat Ridge Foundation, he started Lutheran Social Services of North
Florida’s Project Daycare, a short-term emergency childcare program, and the
PHI Center, a pregnancy help center. LSSNF continues to fulfill his vision
and its mission to serve unmet social service needs of local individuals 25
years later by developing new and innovative programs to help those in need.

In a recent interview, Pastor Kurzweg reflected on the growth and evolution of
the agency. “I am very satisfied with LSSNF’s works over the past 25 years. In
fact, I find them beyond my imagination.” Pastor Kurzweg particularly noted
The French Quarter facility, which serves formerly homeless, special needs
clients on an ongoing basis, and LSSNF’s physical presence in the French Town
community as highlights of the agency’s service.
As a result of Pastor Kurzweg’s vision, LSSNF’s programs have served
thousands of local low-income individuals and families. He is the epitome of
The Faithful Servant and the Board of Directors of Right: Pastor Kurzweg cuts
Lutheran Social Services of North Florida thanks him ribbon for The French Quarter,
2003
for his service, insight, and leadership.

Looking Toward the Future of The French Quarter

Thanks to Erin of Erin Green Design, a local design professional,
LSSNF has a plan to restore and enhance the exterior of The French
Quarter. This housing facility provides a home and sense of
community to disabled individuals who have experienced
homelessness. LSSNF is actively seeking funding for this project. If you would like more information or
would like to donate to make this picture a reality, please contact William Stone at (850) 575-4309.
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Recent Grants
and Gifts
Thank you

to all of our
generous underwriters and
supporters, both anonymous
and those named here!










Wells Fargo
TJX
Thrivent Financial
Tallahassee Chapter,
Thrivent Financial
City of Tallahassee
Leon County
Wheat Ridge
Ministries
The Beatitude
Foundation
Grace Lutheran

LSSNF’s gratitude goes out to the
volunteer workers who participated in
the God’s Work, Our Hands:
InnBetween Paint and Clean Up
workday. With their help, a family
with
children
experiencing
homelessness will be able to move into
a clean, safe home where they can
concentrate on getting back on their
feet and becoming self-sufficient.
Without volunteers like these, our
charitable work would not be possible.

LSSNF is proud to announce that we have become an Affiliated Social
Ministry Organization (SMO) of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) and a Member Organization of Lutheran Services in
America (LSA). Becoming associated with these two great nationwide
Lutheran organizations, with a membership of over 300 charities like
ourselves that serve over 6 million people, joins us with a large network of
partners, organizations, and denominations that have a common vision of
caring for people in need. As an
affiliated Social Ministry Organization,
LSSNF now has partners who will
assist us in finding viable solutions to
complex problems, helping us to love
and serve our neighbors. For more
information about these organizations
and the good work they do, please
visit:
ELCA: http://www.elca.org/
LSA: http://www.lutheranservices.org/

This Holiday season you and yours can support Lutheran Social Services of
North Florida when you shop for a Fraser Fir Christmas tree at “Christmas
by King.” For each Fraser Fir Christmas tree purchased by LSSNF
supporters, $10.00 will be donated to LSSNF to help support our programs.
An additional 15% of purchase price of wreaths, garlands, and centerpieces
will also be donated. Be sure to mention LSSNF when you check out.
“Christmas by King” is located on Thomasville Road just north of I-10;
enter at the sign on Timberlane Road next to the Circle K.
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Save the Date!

Tallahassee Young Actor’s Theater will be presenting a benefit
performance of 42nd Street on June 23, 2015 at 7:30pm. Please help
Lutheran Social Services of North Florida by supporting and
underwriting this production. Suggested underwriting levels:
Bronze: $100
Silver: $250
Gold: $500
For more information about attending or underwriting, please call
(850) 575-4309.
The Faithful Servant

Success
Forward
Special
Advocate <XXX> of Center for
Culture and Art with the help of
<XXX> of Stringfest has
donated this violin to one of our
InnBetween Family. This gift
has brought music back into the
life of one very happy young
lady and her musical family.
Thank you Amanda Karioth
Thompson of the Council On
Culture & Arts and Kyle Dunn
of Stringfest for donating a
violin to a member of one of
LSSNF’s InnBetween families.
This family lost
almost
everything when they became
homeless,
including
her
cherished violin.
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